The spectrum of cutaneous granulomatous vasculitis: histopathologic report of eight cases with clinical correlation.
Cutaneous granulomatous vasculitis is an uncommon histopathologic finding that has been associated with lymphoproliferative disorders, systemic vasculitis, autoimmune inflammatory diseases, and infection. To define further the concept of cutaneous granulomatous vasculitis and to emphasize its clinical importance, we reviewed biopsy material from 8 patients seen from 1985 through 1992. All biopsies showed evidence of blood vessel damage with fibrinoid change or hemorrhage (or both) and granulomatous inflammation in and around vessel walls. Special stains for microorganisms were negative in all cases. Associated medical disorders included neuropathy (2 patients), sarcoid-like disease (2), systemic vasculitis (1), lymphoma and suspected lymphoma (1 each), and associated herpes simplex virus (1). T-cell gene-rearrangement studies were negative in a patient with suspected lymphoma. Granulomatous cutaneous vasculitis is most commonly associated with lymphoma and systemic vasculitis. In selected cases, infection should be considered as an underlying cause.